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“Where Did Modern Church Growth Lead People Astray?”

In It's Beginning...

“Pop! Goes The American Church” - Losing The Anointing!

BeforeRick Warren or Bill Hibels ever wrote the booksrmndern church growth the church was already
in the tread of leaning upaon thBdg’ culture What started out as the “subculture” movemenhef70’'s
and on.. and the movement of the “Jesus Peopleéhmiias on the west coast and it's spread across the
U.S., became the norm to Imeorporated andimitated the new foundationf which wasto substitutehe
cultural treadsinstead of the Biblical foundations for evangeliand conversion. Modern churches in
need of growth seized upon anything that would pserthem more people in their churches to the ¢xten
that the church in the years ahead would bedes®functionaspiritually and biblically, yet more social,
and more like its cultural surroundings. In thesarg the transitions have gone from making theathur
into a bar or coffee stop, to a clubhouse, or cdnwdl, whatever draws a crowd. | know one chutet
would advertise for a big name star (so-called)¢a@oming to the church in hopes of getting peoyte
becoming members afterwards. This never worked naittier did raffling off the bike to get people to
join. But when all had failed... what was left was... Wtieey already had... more church growth
gimmicks.Back to the drawing boardJnfortunately as things have gotentinually backwardghe
Spiritual and Biblical churches have suffered dlawing to choose a road less populaamong their
congregations — one in which they have stayeddluese in these times trying temain faithfulto the

New Testaments model of a church. The article yalyout to read may surprise you since it wasenritt
well before these treads had taken hold. | was #éhgouth Pastor in a small church planting whenL_tbrel
turned my world right-side-up. Thank God.

Is the Church Captive To It's Lusts?

The Church Captive To The Culture Vs. The Cultuagpi®ve To The Kingdom Of God

The American pop culture has invaded the local dinufhe emphasis is not about the Word of God and
Scriptural doctrines any more; it is about an apfigeacceptance of the American church by the Acaer
culture more than it is about the necessity ofigisship. It is about what | feel more than whahbuld
know from God. The many churches have circum t@bw#eg merely culture clubs where people are
following man centered whims that appeal to thetland low level spirituality, not building up diet
inward man - the spirit to know God and to do $péi exploits. Even prophecy has been changed & wh
sounds nice, not dealing with the real issues @ttiurch.

This all started when the church began to loolafmreptance in the world and not toward God. The
Church today has transformed itself into a “Davetterman TV Show aa night club atmospheréwhy,
you may ask?” Becausbke heart of those calling themselves the churehaditer something besides God's
approval (((Approval & Acceptance are Key Word Here!)))u@th growth is about Approval &
Acceptance.... that the church should embrace thedwoel like the unregenerate world, live paralhet$,
relate to the world by becoming more like the warldlembrace unregenerate cultural influences). The
church says,“Hey we're just like you world!....coménjais!” This is their whole evangelism program!

The Invention of New Ideas

A pastor in the pulpit said one tim&ye are though... with the old methods of preachigBible against
sins... that's the outdated Old School Ideas! We havelate to these people. So we have to comdthp w
some new ideas that speak to them on their lewek look like them they will relate. If we canrbere

like them so they can see we are just like thewiltlget with us, and our church will grow biggerThere

is nothing wrong with using the media or moderrteogy affects, the arts, and music in bringinggde
the Gospel, | believe in that, however this neweimion approach centers itself upon what this pasti

in his statement. no morechallenging people to separate them from sin anchore delivering them from
their sins... we now are just relate to them, and ask theimeif tvould like to be included in our “club.”
This new church is more about growth than carrgingthe Lord’s Great Commission in the hearts ef th




people. The church here has converted itself imtevaenterprise system — a shopping center maik- o
that treats its members as “casual shopping constinwhich now carpick overour Lord’s words as if
they have a choice to omit what is needfalobserve!”

Matt. 28:20 Teaching them to obsenal things whatsoever | have commanded you:

The pastor’s ideas here address the persons atteastienjoy your shopping experience!”... and “back
come again sometimeThe realism that some of these peaqpiénever have another chante hear the
real gospel message, and be saved from hell, begaronverted as true believers, never enters their
minds. (?) | question these men, their real mativetand those who run with such churches. If ttidp't
want to take the Sword of His Spirit and delivex ttaptives why did thesign upfor the job in the first
place? Do these type churches and their mentiuergry after Godbr are they hungry to fill themselves
with the socialization of people (a mere sociabgjwo they hungry for the deliverance of the sadilsen
or do they hungry to enjoy entertainment, the joked incredible special affects. While they ardings

off the Old School model | think we need to takgoad look at the operations which come only frorimgpe
truly anointed by God’s Spirit.

Jesus tell us what the true anointing will bring.

Lk. 4:18-19 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he haiminted meto preach the gospel to the
poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenheartedpteach deliverance to the captiveend recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that abeuised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord

This passage seems to me to indicate that Hisatmamtingdeliversthe hearers when someone is
preachindHis truth andreal Gospel So... how can these churches be turning people dadkto the
streets withouthanging themlf the true anointing is really in their midst? Savhzan these churches
think that they truly represent His anointing whkeay don’t practice bringing spiritubkalingto those
who enter.... bringing theecoveryof His truthinto the lives of those who enter... bringideliverance
from demonic oppression... bringimgcoveryto the poor in spirit... and most of hearing theeponressage
that Jesus, at the Cross, has taken their siheyfwould place their faith in His sacrifice foeth! This
passage in Luke 4 shows us how the REAL ANOINTINfGrates!

We’'re Though... With The Old Methods... That’'s The Outdated Old School Ideas!

(Now We Need A New System?)

What happened to the intercession meetings thaightaesults? These prayer meetings have been
replaced by professionals who can tell us how tasvgrhurches by state-of-the-art architectural desind
program topics that are less offensive towardrsigking the churchsinner friendly”

Now, the Word of God saysAnd thus are the secrets of (the visitors heartishheart made manifest;

and so falling down on his face he will worship Goand report_ that God is in yo(God is in your

church congregation) of a trutli 1Cor.14:25

Now that's real Power.... Now that’s real Anointinghét a contrast to today’s churches! Can you see the
compromise? His anointed power only comes to théwm pay the price spiritually for it through abiding
and prayer... but now that’s Old School isn't it? Yup!

The Errors Of Tribal Evangelism

(The New Culture Club Strange FireCalled... And The Cool Gospel

| would like to share more with you on, “the freedof not trying to relate to the young people.”
(Discussion) When | was a youth pastor | was tatmhelate to the kids, so | would change my lingo,
trying to use words to relate to the young peopleuld act real cool, or so | thought, in ordeipersuade
the youth over to God. In order to address my saso the youth, | changed them to fit what | tHatug
would cause the kids to get into it. In generalak creating a party atmosphere. While this sed¢med
prove successful, my kids, when it came to Godndidknow Him, nor His Word. They barely even got
into the Bible except for the youth meeting. | tmlly frustrated at their spiritual growth. Whaas |
trying to accomplish? Was | waiting on God for iHigthods — the fire of His burning bush? Or bringing



them a man made substitute — a strange fire (2e84Bto win them to Christ? The Pastor | was urdier

me | was doing a great job. He wanted pizza pamiessto the movies, concerts, etc.. Then wheméhe

youth meeting came, | had prepared, opened thamgeanhd was about half way through the sermon when
God started rebuking me in the pulpit. His voicemeao me saying,Why are you dressing me up in the
clothes of the culture to make me palatable toehemit?” | thought what does He mean, but | then
realized that | had been dressing Jesus up inldbiges of the culturéo get them to except Hidlesus was

not pleased with my presentation of Him as a C8ahta Claus type, or a party-animal type, or ahgrot
type outside the Bible. The Lord told me He doese#d anyone’s clothes to wear, that He has His own
robe of righteousness atitht people need to see Him as He truly is

My Journey And Reeducation

After this experience, my trained concepts of wignpeople to the Lord were transformed. All my time
training at the church | went to and their teachabgut Hudson Taylor’s relating to the culture hiydl
evangelism was wasted. | didn’t know then that othissionaries like William Carry in India were
successful without this so-called tribal evangelncept. Look at David Wilkerson who went into New
York City and won the gangs to Jesus, and Teenl€tgd that has continued to win souls and deliver
many addicts. These examples are not small andapplication in reaching the lost have been proven
Biblical in their methods. They stress the BiblsukeFactor (God’s Word) as the only source of their
success, not gimmicks.

More Gimmicks? (No Real Hook Up With God)

What happens to one who is drawn to all those goks® Are theyruly convertedr are they
anunconverted convert of the clibVhen all the smoke and mirrors are removed ftwmtin regard to
them knowing the True Bible Jesus many think it Wwai$ and switch, that the church lied to them eAft
leaving on account that the church fed them a timeny regard the church and preachers as thosgavho
can't trust! This kind oflistrustcertainly does not breed converts but isolates thhem the “Real” Bible
Jesus. If the church would just be more sensitivieetar the unregenerate’s observations we would be
better off. Many times they can smell falseness.théworld in which they live. Why not approach them
with the truth about who Jesus really is.....evehdfytdon'’t at first agree (because of their idola#tylest
there is a basis of respect built for future relasi of your witness because it won’t be defiledtigh lies
by making Jesus out to be someone he isn't.

Making Real Spiritual Progress

Spiritual progression isn’t new cultural gimmickswin the lost, it is looking to God for the Wordis
message that will shatter and pierce the darkmefeihearts of men to deliver them from the demoni
cloke over them and shine the light into their @éaed heart until they find Jesus Christ. Name aagér
in the New Testament who used gimmicks to bringppeeto Christ. I'll save you the time of looking.
There is none. They shut-in with God though pragad spoke spiritual words of life to the dead. The
Kingdom has its own culture of living for Jesus.sYpeople don't relate to Christians at first, but jobs
are not to get them to relate through gimmicks,rbuéeal to them Jesus Christ and Him Crucifiedulgto
His Word to show them real answers (solutions)féds! (fallen world) problems, restoring them t@th
living God.Let's hook them upoy.... that concept! — they need answers — they tieeBible - they
really need the Bible revealed Jesus with therfen |

Giving the spiritual food out of God’s Word asstwritten will always cater to the individual pen&®
needs if we are faithful to be diligent to giveittas it truly is.

What To Do When They Expect More

Now | remember one of my friends from my church wedking to me aboutibal evangelismHe and |

got into a debate. One day he told me how he wputtk out and go to the Mall and hang out with
punkers. He told me that because he was relatirdydssing up as a punker, he could win souls where
others could not. | told him that God didn't havey dimitation on His Word and that a Grandmotheuldo
get the punkers saved by merely sharing the artbitterd. He disagreed sharply. Two weeks went by.
My friend and | were together one day when he tahity mentioned his latest experience at the Midl.
was surprised to admit my being right, when he to&labout an unsaved girl that expected more tlsan h
hip clothes and hair. She asked, “You're a Chn&i& ou dress just like me. You're no different than



am.” He told her, “That'’s right.” She related torhand said, “| expected more from a Christian e tie
answers to life, a higher way of life or somethirigwas then that he realized that relating by ¢héure
became a hindrance, not a help to win unsaved pebpimy experience and in my friend’s experienee w
received some adjustments from the Lord.

This Man Pleasing Gospel

As a youth pastor, | found out that the tribal eyelism (cool gospel) concept was just a facad@dor
preaching and teaching the Bible to the youth.dtgially man pleasing to cater to the dictatebeif
flesh — what they want — which is idolatry. Manysfais are successful because they sponsor orte&alt
idolatry in people’s hearts, and therefore theyjasewhat people desire to listen to reinforcartben
lusts. The Scripture says; “ For the time will cowigen they will not endure sound doctrine; butratiteir
own lusts shall they heap (gather) to themsehashiers, having itching ears” (2 Tim. 4:3).

The Real Remnant Follows the Bible Jesus And His True Gospel

As | applied what | had learned to the youth, saffiem responded by learning God’s Word and grgwin
spiritually. | had under- estimated the youth'sdeéunger, and capacity for really knowing Goe lik
adults. Sometimes we are diverted to think youtiitaget spiritually deep things for maturity, baety are
not to be underestimated. Instead of talking dawthém, | began to consider their spiritual cayaaitd
work with them at a different level. | was surpddge find out that they could take the deeper thiofy

God readily. With this new concept, which | usedtfin my own children, | found out the truth arebln

to help make young mighty Christians for God.

The Kingdom Culture

God’s Kingdom transcends the immediate cultureninage or country by the Word of God. Because the
Word of God is the means of Grace, it is not limhite tribal evangelism. Any person can minister by
God’s Word and penetrate the darkness of any euliurthe means of God’s Word and the Holy Spirit.
The church is not to be captive to the culture,tbatculture captive to the Kingdom of God! The rciiu

has it's own culture to follow — “The Kingdom Culeu”

Jesus came down from heaven to introduce us tosGadture, God’s ways. Jesus didn’t

come to become equal or neutral to the cultureyBie living out the Kingdom Culture!

Who Dictates To Whom?

Since when does any culture dictate to the chuftie?church receives from their Headship - JesusChr
Jesus is the Lord and King of His own Kingdom!

As the hymn says, “the kingdoms of men become tihgdom of Christ.”

Eph 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked accordingthe course of this world, according to the prinoé
the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh the children of disobedience:

The church is not dictated to, but is dictatinghte world the “True Gospel and Kingdom Culture afd®
“The Kingdom of God is at hand,” is the church’sseage.

The Origins Of Culture (This Fallen World)

When we are talking about culture, what we arengllabout is largely for the most part what ungerate
fallen menhave chosen to become exaléed‘cultural norms.” Since man is fallen, cultusameant (an
attempt) to fill up man’s empty void for God. Whewen are searching for God it is not enough taHgm
with more empty pleasures mere fallen culture which do not satisfy. Mandsking forsomething more
to sustain himhe is looking for the void filling Savior! Seasochange in men’s lives, and once the
emptiness of this life and its pursudtie tastedthey arestill searchingto be filled with more (endlessly).
Vanity of vanities.....emptiness.... Solomon says.

Filling the Void

Only the Word of God will fill that void. Only th€ross of Jesus Christ can make the difference. The
Cross of Christ is revealed; God's Word is the nseafrGrace, Light, Truth, and Salvation for thelsou

Finding God is a matter of finding the Bible Jeand His Cross by the written Word of God. The $piri



and the Word are on#.is impossible to live as a Christian apart fro@od’'s Word When we exalt the
Kingdom Culture of Godve are exalting the ways of heaven over the wayfatdén men— exalting the
ways of a perfect God whmade man and designed him to have a new naturewitid followa new way
of living life.

The Book Of Acts Our Pattern, Example And Methodology

Christians are not to use a unregenerate fallermrade culture in winning the lost. Fallen men who
hunger and thirst after something more are lookimghe higher ways of God. The book of Acts hasrbe
given to us as a pattern, example and methodalbgshat the Holy Spirit is willing to work witho bring
souls to Christ! The church should be the placere/Baners can clearly see this displayed; “Kingdom
Culture!”

Special Note:

God’s Spirit is so faithful when I think that thisrticle was written some time ago through the
inspiration of His Eternal Truth and Spirit which des not change and brings out this discernment of
where the modern church is today. | hope and ptagt you will consider prayerfully how being apart
of these trends subvert the Gospel's message afidcause you to be undermined in your beliefs syste
to accept a counterfeit Jesus. Come out from amaimgm and be separate unto the Lord and become a
member of His true church.

2Corin. 11:4 For if he that cometh preacheth anothéesuga different Gospel), whom we have not
preached(that’s not what you received when we pleatthe True Gospel to you), or if ye receive
another spirit which ye have not received, or another gogpelthing other than this is another
Gospel), which ye have not accepted, ye might Wwedr with him(he is telling them they have sinned
because they tolerated these false ones who hadeconbringing another Gospel taught by another
spirit, producing another Jesus, a total counterfei
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